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Assignment
Create the cover artwork and three spot illustrations for the June 2018 
issue of The Walrus Magazine. The cover must relate to a the feature 
article inside the magazine, “Please Enjoy Your Genetically Engineered 
Dinner.”

The artwork must illustrate one of these key themes found in the article:

 1. Human health and safety concerns: Canadian consumers are 
being sold unlabelled genetically engineered fish. Meanwhile, a 
recent IPSOS poll finds that 90% of Canadians want mandatory 
labelling of GE foods. (trust, labelling laws, transparency, outrage, 
food safety) 

 2. Environmental impact: The possibility of an accidental release of 
fertile GE salmon, which could outbreed and outcompete existing 
wild salmon species. “The release of GE life forms into the world, 
some argue, is an unprecedented, uncontrolled lab experiment 
writ large, where the impacts to wild ecosystems are completely 
unknowable in advance”. (ecology, disaster, species at risk, 
corporate greed) 

COVER
A cover template will be supplied. The artwork must accommodate the 
chosen headline (see options below). Along with the headline, the cover 
art on a printed magazine is meant to immediately provoke and pique 
interest at the newsstand. Take some artistic license on the cover, vs. 



the spots in the actual article (see spots info, below). The dimensions of 
the cover is 7.875 in (w) x 10.875 in (h) plus .125 inches bleed all 
around. The final file must be at least 350 dpi to ensure best 
reproduction quality in all formats.

SPOTS
The spot illustrations will accompany the feature article. We need 3 spot 
illustrations, approximately 3 x 3 inches, 350 dpi resolution, without a 
background. The spots should touch on concerns involving genetically 
engineered fish. This is a journalistic piece so the artwork should not 
exaggerate or misstate what the article is saying. Still, they should be 
visually compelling and conceptually grounded.

Working Headlines
 1. Human Angle 

 1. Fishy Business: How Genetically Engineered Fish is Being 
Sold as Natural Salmon 

 2. Attack of the Mutant Fish: How You Might Be Eating 
Unlabelled Genetically Engineered Salmon 

 3. Enjoy Your Genetically Engineered Dinner 

 2. Environmental Angle 

 1. Fishing in Troubled Waters: So we’ve genetically engineered 
a bigger, cheaper salmon. But is it safe? 

 2. An Uncontrolled Experiment: Are We Fishing for Disaster 
with Genetically Engineered Salmon? 



Assignment Objectives
 • Develop conceptual skills — use writing and brainstorming 

techniques to arrive strong illustration concepts 

 • Develop image-making skills — visually distill a complex idea in 
an immediately provocative and understandable way 

 • Develop ability to illustrate with more colour 

 • Learn how to create and finalize print-ready artwork in Photoshop 

 • Learn how to professionally present sketches and finished artwork 
to clients 

Delivery      Date
Sketches (Cover only - WIP)    March 12
Sketches (Cover and Spots - WIP)   March 19
Sketches (Cover and Spots - Approval)  March 26
Final Artwork - (Cover only - WIP)   Week of April 2 
(Monday is a holiday)
Final Artwork - (Cover and Spots - Approval) April 9
Grace period      April 16


